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ABC World News Tonight
23 June 1983 -

1980 CsMPAIGN BRINKLEY: Thern

there's the question ¢f the briefing vvor msoe
BEOOK up for Jimmy Carter to use in z 1980 campzign debzle--full of
’ £ED3PPy prrases &nd punchy remarks aboui the issues of that time.
But somehow. either the Carter camp lezkec it [o the Reagan
camp. o- somedoCy sicle it. In any czse, it wounc Lp in the

2 3
heagar st2ff’'s hands, anc now the Democrzts are &sking gues:tions
abou! it, and Reagan officizls have enswered, by letter. Here's
Sam Donazléson &t the White Kouse.

DONALDSON: In their letters to Lapitcl Bill todzv. tor White

House officizis acknowledgec they knowing usec briefing materizl

obtained from the Carter camp to prepare then-Governor Reagan
for the Carter-Reagan debate. But they saic thev c¢idn't know
how their side obiainec the materizl. anc it wasn't very
important anvwsy. budget Director Davié Stockmsn. who plaved
the Carter practice stanc-in role with then-Governmor Reagan saic

he received &z ‘'thick unbound sei of pepers... which appeared to
. pe z compilaiior of polity issves.' He szic, it was epperent

by
ic me &1 The time thal Lhey Rac in some way come Zronm the Carter
campaigrn.' ‘I founc the documenls useful,' he szic.
Communicztions Director Davic Gergen, responsitlie for eciting
materials for the Reagar debate tear szic he does ‘'not reczl
seeing suck mzlerial,’ but he does reczll 'hearing that it
existec.' Cnie! of Staff James Baker. then the Reagan debzste
coordinator, szi€ he does 'remember briefly seeing z large loose
leaf bounc book that was: thought to have been giver te the
Reagan camp by someone with the Carter campaigrn.' Baker saic¢ he
digr't know then or now how it was oblained, but that William
Casey. then campaign manager, gave it to him. But there the
trail grows cold, because Casey, now CIls Director, s2vs he has

ne recoliection that he ever '...receivec. hearc ¢, or learned
in any other way of z sel of papers which lzid out the Carter
debale plan.’ [However, Casev cdoes not snswer the guestion cf

wnelher he ever saw any materizl obizinec ‘ron the Cartes camp.
The House sub-commiitee chairman, & Democra: who's looking intec
the matler, says he won'l accep! toczy's, 'We don't know how it
happenec.' response. REP. DONALD ALBOSTA (D-Mieh.): Mavbe we
ought tc just gel the papers anc see :f there's legs on them,
maybe they just walkec over there. But. that isr't the case, cf
course, anc what we have to finc out :s, basicelly 1 bdelieve, i
hov they goi there, anc who might be involvec. ‘

L

DONALADSON: None of the four Reagan cfficzle would agree on &
teiephone interview on this subjeci tocay. They szv the
Democrats are simply plsving politics with 2 matter that is

r

inconseguential. But with the Democrais zi eady czlling for the
appoinimen! of z special prosecuter. it is unlikelyv that this
melter will simply fade swsy. Sam Donzldsen, ABC News. the

Wn:te House.
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